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The following work is devoted to problems of the Queen Elizabeth Il Christmas 2020 discourse
pragmatic features. The Queen Elizabeth II Christmas 2020 discourse is defined in the given
work as a declarative discourse with the purpose of Queen Elisabeth Il to express Her Majesty's
congratulations and wishes for the inhabitants the UK and the Commonwealth realm on the Jesus
Christ Birth occasion, as well as an argumentative discourse to analyze and make conclusions
of the passing over year, to draw the plans and guide lines of the forthcoming year and to convince
the interlocutor (the inhabitants of the UK and Commonwealth realm) in the correctness of these
conclusions and plans to act in the way proposed by Queen Elizabeth II. It is stressed that the given
discourse is organized by Queen Elizabeth Il with the purpose to orient the inhabitants of UK
and Commonwealth realm for Christian life in 2021, full of love, hope and support to each other,
full of respect to people of different cultures, traditions and believes. It is pointed out that the ideas
of the community being united, of the community tolerance and personal contribution, even personal
readiness for sacrificing, are the main ideas of Her Majesty Christmas 2020 message. It is stressed
that the situation layout, the video and photo materials, the image plans and music are used to
achieve the purposes of the Queen Elizabeth Il Christmas 2020 discourse by creating the semi-
official and private, elevated and calm, magic and symbolic atmosphere of the given discourse. It is
Stated that argumentative tactics, the appealing to act tactics are used within the Queen Elizabeth 11
Christmas 2020 discourse. It is pointed out that orientation on the Jesus life, on the heroic deeds
of national personalities, on Her Majesty readiness to serve the community, as well as on Jesus teaching
in the form of parables are helpful to achieve the pragmatic purposes of the Queen Elizabeth II

Christmas 2020 discourse.
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Problem statement. The problems of modern life,
full of challenges, is a focus of national and global
elite. Manifestly, the challenging time of COVID
is reflected within the annual traditional speeches
of statesmen, devoting to the national, religious or
state holidays. In this case, Christmas as a global
Christian holiday of Jesus Christ Birth has the signs,
the marks of the challenging time of COVID in
the speech of the UK and Commonwealth realm sov-
ereign — Queen Elizabeth II.

The Queen Elizabeth II Christmas 2020 speech to
the nation with the analysis of the problems to decide
as well as with the Her Majesty proposed ways to
overcome these problems is a focus of the given work.

In other words, the purpose of the given work
is to make a survey and studying of the pragmatic
features of the Queen Elizabeth II Christmas 2020
discourse, which is possible to achieve with the help
of the several methods usage: discourse analysis
method, method of simple calculation, pure sampling
and comparative method, method of immediate con-
stituents.

Literature review. The given work makes its
contribution to the further discourse investigations
[1; 6;7; 10].

It continues a series of research findings deal-
ing with the discourses of national and global elite
with a focus on the pragmatic purposes of their cre-
ators [2; 3] as well as an attempt to make findings
of the Queen Elizabeth II discourses with the prag-
matic purposes of Her Majesty [4; 5; 9].

The aim of the paper is to make a survey
of the pragmatic features of the Queen Elizabeth 11
Christmas 2020 speech to the nation with the pur-
pose of Her Majesty to congratulate the inhabit-
ants of the UK and the Commonwealth realm with
the Day of Jesus Christ Birth, to make analysis
of the passing over year and make up the future
plans of the forthcoming year in the life for the UK
and Commonwealth realm community. Making
the survey of the pragmatic features of the Queen
Elizabeth II Christmas 2020 discourse presup-
poses the differentiation of the discourse strategies
and tactics.
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The material of the article. Traditionally,
Queen Elisabeth II sends Her Christmas message to
the nation to congratulate the inhabitants of the UK
and the Commonwealth realm with one of the most
important holidays for Christians — the Day of Jesus
Christ Birth — and to express Her wishes for them in
this occasion. Traditionally, Her Majesty Christmas
message contains the analysis of the passing over
year in the life of the UK community and future plans
of the forthcoming year.

The Queen Elisabeth II Christmas 2020 message
was recorded in Windsor Castle and broadcasted by
TV, radio, internet on the 25-th of December, 2020.

In our work we differentiate the annual Queen
Elisabeth II Christmas message as a declarative dis-
course with the purpose of Queen Elisabeth II to
express Her Majesty’s congratulations and wishes
for the inhabitants the UK and the Commonwealth
realm on the Jesus Christ Birth occasion as well as
an argumentative discourse to analyze and make con-
clusions of the passing over year, to draw the plans
and guide lines of the forthcoming year and to con-
vince the interlocutor (the inhabitants of the UK
and Commonwealth realm) in the correctness of these
conclusions and plans to act in the way proposed by
Queen Elizabeth II.

We consider that the Queen Elisabeth II Christmas
2020 message has the features of declarative, argu-
mentative and appealing to act discourse.

The Queen Elizabeth II Christmas 2020 discourse
is prepared beforehand, recorded and later broad-
casted in the form of monologue. In other words, it
is virtual discourse, created artificially and imitating
the natural communication in the form of monologue.

Normatively, the given discourse contains the text
of message itself, known as linguistic factor, and fac-
tors defining the given situation known as extra-lin-
guistic factors.

It is known that extra-linguistic factors play
the great role in discourse realization. So, the set-
up, as one of extra-linguistic factors, of the Queen
Elizabeth II Christmas 2020 discourse plays the great
role in its realization. It is very important “from what
she wears, to what music is heard and what images
and footage are shown, every aspect of the speech has
the capacity to affect how it is received” [§].

The layout, the set-up of the Queen Eliza-
beth II Christmas 2020 discourse is highly predict-
able because of its annual repeated matter as well
as of the nature of the event to celebrate. But each
Christmas message of the Queen Elizabeth II is
unique because of its informative essence and valu-
able ideas, as well as of its organization as a certain
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art masterpiece with its elements of décor, music,
photo, video materials.

Thus, the situation of the Queen Elizabeth II
Christmas 2020 discourse is semi-official, but solemn
and elevated.

The message is starting with the national anthem
of the UK and of some countries of the Common-
wealth realm, as well as of the Royal family “God
Save the King/Queen”. The anthem is played by
the band on horses and in uniforms within the ter-
ritory of Windsor Castle, which is a royal residence.
The presence of the Royal Standard flying at royal
residence, demonstrating that the sovereign is pres-
ent, and the central sign “the Queen” make the given
situation official, solemn and elevated.

The situation is transforming its official tone into
semi-official one by the Queen Elizabeth II Queen
delivering her message from “the Green Drawing
Room of Windsor Castle, which was the same location
as last year, but the staging was very different” [8].

Queen in purple dress with diamonds and broche
on the background of Christmas tree with lights
which is a constant attribute of Christmas Holiday,
makes the given situation magic and symbolic, sol-
emn and elevating.

Her Majesty sitting near the table with a sheet
of paper, silver box and a flowerpot with blossoming
flowers, with the photo of her husband Prince Philip,
“not dressed for a royal occasion but wearing an ordi-
nary-looking blue jumper” [8] and the dark green cur-
tains with the daily light through the window make
the given situation calm and private.

At the same time the given situation with Queen
Elizabeth II on the background of the daily light
through the window and the lights of Christmas tree
is rather symbolic. The daily light through the win-
dow symbolizes Jesus Christ, who came to Earth
to save the people from the sin, being crucified
and resurrected, given them chance, given them hope
to join and become part of eternity. In this context,
the Christmas lights symbolize the people of the UK
and Commonwealth realm community and their own
contribution to the national and global goodness,
to the mutual victory of good over evil. The posi-
tion of Queen Elizabeth II is intermediate between
the Christmas lights and the daily light of the window,
which is also symbolic, pointing out Her Majesty role
as God mediator, as God agent with emphasis on Her
responsibility and liability for the people, which were
given Her Majesty by God Jesus Christ, as well as
Her own contribution for the mutual deeds of good.

The other extra-linguistic factor which plays
the great role in the Queen Elizabeth II Christmas
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2020 discourse realization is the factor of music.
Music is used three times within Her Majesty Christ-
mas 2020 message: the band playing “God Save
the Queen” to make the situation official and sol-
emn at the beginning of the message; the playing
of the bagpipes (an ancient type of instrument) to
make the situation solemn, but touching and sad in
the middle of the message, while commemorating
the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior in the Westmin-
ster Abbey; the singing of the Christmas carol by
the Lewisham and Greenwich NHS Choir to make
the situation solemn, elevating and joyful at the end
of the message like a final holiday chord of it.

The other extra-linguistic factor which plays
the great role in the Queen Elizabeth II Christmas
2020 discourse is the factor of using photo and video
materials to make the information of the message
more vital and vivid, to emphasize the main ideas
of the message. Totally, the video material is used
four times and photos are used three times within
the Queen Elizabeth II Christmas 2020 discourse,
and one time photo and video materials are used as
a combination to make the final part of the message
more informative, expressive and evidential.

All the photo and video materials are given in
the nearest contact with the content of the message.
The first video block is devoted to the problems
of volunteering activity in the countries of the Com-
monwealth during the period of coronavirus pan-
demic in 2020.

Across the Commonwealth, my family and I have
been inspired by stories of people volunteering in
their communities, helping those in need [9].

The second one is connected with the 200th anni-
versary of the birth of the nurse Florence Nightingale
and the contribution of the UK medical front-line ser-
vices during the coronavirus pandemic in 2020:

1. This year, we celebrated International Nurses
Day, on the 200" anniversary of the birth of Florence
Nightingal [9].

2. Today, our front-line services still shine that
lamp for us — supported by the amazing achievements
of modern science — and we owe them a debt of grati-
tude [9].

The third video block demonstrates another event
in the life of the UK and the Commonwealth realm —
the commemoration of the Unknown Warrior in West-
minster Abbey:

In  November, we commemorated another
hero — though nobody knows his name. The Tomb
of the Unknown Warrior isn't a large memorial, but
everyone entering Westminster Abbey has to walk
around his resting place... [9].

’

The fourth video block, being a combination
of the Lewisham and Greenwich NHS Choir Christ-
mas carol singing and information about the happy
moments of the Royal family and the UK inhabitants
in 2020, united with the photo material of the happy
and touching moments for the UK people in 2020,
who belong to the different social, religious, cultural
groups, makes the given message joyful, full of har-
mony, hope and love:

Joy to the world! Lord has come! Lets Earth
receive Its King... [9].

All the video materials within the Queen Eliza-
beth II Christmas 2020 discourse have their specific
features. Firstly, being devoted to some problems, they
contain the materials of the people natural interaction,
as well as of virtual communication with the help
of video conferences, which became common dur-
ing the coronavirus isolation in 2020. Secondly, all
the video materials contain information of the Royal
family contribution to the UK and the Common-
wealth realm community deeds during 2020.

The other extra-linguistic factor which plays
the great role in the Queen Elizabeth II Christ-
mas 2020 discourse is the factor of the image plan
usage. So, the far, the middle and the closest (the
nearest) plan images are used to realize the prag-
matic purpose of the speaker. The far image plan is
used twice: at the beginning of message to introduce
the theme of discussion — the celebration of Christ-
mas (1), and in the middle of the message to introduce
the final part of Queen Elizabeth II speech with Her
conclusions, and wishes and desires for all the com-
munity of the UK and commonwealth realm in 2021,
which starts with some sad events of commemoration
of the Unknown Warrior in Westminster Abbey (2):

1. Every year we herald the coming of Christmas
by turning on the lights [9].

2. ..honouring  this unnamed combatant
of the First World War a symbol of selfless duty
and ultimate sacrifice [9].

The peculiar feature of the far image plan usage
within the Queen Elizabeth II Christmas 2020 dis-
course is its gradually transformation to the middle
plan image, which is predominantly used within
Her Majesty Christmas 2020 speech. In this con-
text, the closest plan image is used once, at the end
of the message, to emphasize the final part of it, to
make it the strongest element of all the speech:

1t is in that spirit that I wish you a very happy
Christmas [9].

So, all the extra-linguistic factors of layout,
music, video material, photos, image plans are used
in the closest contact with the message itself to real-
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ize the pragmatic purposes of the Queen Elizabeth II
Christmas 2020 speech — to congratulate the inhabit-
ants the UK and the Commonwealth with Christmas,
make conclusions of 2020, to draw the plans of 2021.

As it was mentioned above, being the declara-
tive discourse, the Queen Elizabeth II Christmas
2020 speech contains Her Majesty congratulations
and wishes for the inhabitants of the UK and Com-
monwealth realm:

It is in that spirit that I wish you a very happy
Christmas [9].

As an argumentative discourse, in Her Christmas
2020 message Queen Elizabeth II uses the argumen-
tative tactics to realize the pragmatic purposes — to
influence the inhabitants of the UK and Common-
wealth realm to act in the way Her Majesty proposes.

It is known that argumentative tactics presup-
pose analysis, synthesis, giving arguments, making
conclusions and proposing decisions. In its turn,
analysis presupposes drawing of negative and posi-
tive, weak and strong peculiarities of the phe-
nomenon under analysis, as well as its advantages
and disadvantages.

Thus, making analysis of the 2020 year going
away, Queen Elizabeth II tries to avoid its negative
assessment, focusing only on the idea of challeng-
ing year. Its problems of the coronavirus disease (1)
and of the religious, socio-cultural distance (2), which
are vulnerable and of great importance for the inhab-
itants of the UK and Commonwealth realm, receive
the form of Her Majesty slant on them:

1. For Christians, Jesus is the light of the world,
but we can't celebrate his birth today in quite
the usual way [9].

2. People of all faiths have been unable to gather
as they would wish for their festivals, such as Pass-
over. Easter. Eid, and Vaisakhi, but we need life to
go on [9].

Making analysis of the year 2020, Queen Eliza-
beth I makes several conclusions. The first conclu-
sion is that the challenging time of coronavirus made
people closer expressing their support and help to
each other:

1. Remarkably, a vear that has necessarily kept
people apart has in many ways brought us closer [9].

2. Across the Commonwealth, my family and I have
been inspired by stories of people volunteering in their

of modern science. And we owe them a debt of grati-
tude [9].

As for the urgent problem of religious and cul-
tural distance, Queen Elizabeth II makes the conclu-
sion that people of all faith should be united because
of the common problems to decide — the problem
of coronavirus overcoming:

People of all faiths have been unable to gather as
they would wish for their festivals, such as Passover,
Easter, Eid, and Vaisakhi [9].

In order to stress the idea of social, religious
and cultural tolerance to all the inhabitants of the UK
and Commonwealth realm Her Majesty demonstrates
the parable of the Good Samaritan, which is given
from Bible, which was taught by Jesus. Accord-
ing to the parable “the man who is robbed and left
at the roadside, later saved by someone who did not
share his religion or culture” [9].

Demonstrating this parable Queen Elizabeth 11
tries to stress the idea that people of other faith, living
within the Christian community of the UK and Com-
monwealth realm, fulfill the role of their neighbors,
whose presence does not contradict the Christian reli-
gion dogmas, but it is a necessary factor of Christian
love and patience to people of different social groups,
cultures and religions, as all the people are equal in
the eyes of God:

This wonderful story of kindness is still as relevant
today. Good Samaritans have emerged across society
showing care and respect for all, regardless of gen-
der. race or background, reminding us that each one
of us is special and equal in the eves of God [9].

So, the conclusions of Queen Elizabeth receive
the character of the main message ideas: neces-
sity of nation’s unity and tolerance within the UK
and Commonwealth realm community.

The other important idea of the Queen Elizabeth II
Christmas 2020 speech is the idea of individual con-
tribution to the UK and Commonwealth realm com-
munity.

For Christians, the life of Jesus Christ is an exam-
ple of love, hope and sacrifice for all the people
of the Earth, it is an etalon which people should ori-
ent their lives:

1. For Christians, Jesus is ‘the light of the world’[9].

2. The teachings of Christ have served as my
inner light, as has the sense of purpose we can find in

communities, helping those in need [9].

The second one is that the medical services showed
the examples of the high level support for the popula-
tion during the coronavirus pandemic:

Today, our front line services still shine that
lamp for us, supported by the amazing achievements
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coming together to worship [9].

In order to prove the idea of selflessness, of indi-
vidual responsibility for the community Queen Eliz-
abeth II demonstrates 2 very important events for
the UK and Commonwealth realm community —
the 200th anniversary of the birth of nurse Florence
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Nightingale (1) and the commemoration of the Tomb
of the Unknown Warrior (2):

1. This year, we celebrated International Nurses’
Day, on the 200th anniversary of the birth of Flor-
ence Nightingale. As with other nursing pioneers like
Mary Seacole, Florence Nightingale shone a lamp
of hope across the world [9].

2. In November, we commemorated another

Orientation on the Jesus life, on the heroic deeds
of national personalities, on Her Majesty readiness
to serve the community, as well as on Jesus teaching
in the form of parable about Good Samarian makes
it possible to use another tactics — appealing to act
tactics, which contains an appeal to live and have
the spirit of love, hope and selflessness:

Let the light of Christmas — the spirit of selfless-

hero — though nobody knows his name. The Tomb

ness, love and above all hope — guide us in the times

of the Unknown Warrior isnt a large memorial, but
everyone entering Westminster Abbey has to walk
around his resting place, honouring this unnamed
combatant of the First World War — a symbol of self-
less duty and ultimate sacrifice [9].

Orientation on the national heroes within the Queen
Elizabeth II Christmas 2020 discourse makes it pos-
sible to achieve Her Majesty pragmatic purposes — to
orient the inhabitants of the UK and Commonwealth
realm for Christian life full of love, support and hope,
full of selflessness, even readiness to personal sacri-
fice for the community.

In this case, Her Majesty expresses her readiness
to make Her own contribution for the community dur-
ing the challenging time of coronavirus by supporting
people in need in Her Majesty praying and thoughts:

Of course, for many, this time of vear will be tinged
with sadness: some mourning the loss of those dear to
them, and others missing friends and family-members
distanced for safety, when all they’d really want for
Christmas is a simple hug or a squeeze of the hand.
If vou are among them, you are not alone and let me
assure you of my thoughts and prayers [9].

ahead [9].

Conclusions. Summing up the material, it is
important to state that Queen Elizabeth II Christ-
mas 2020 discourse as a unity of content and form
contains the pragmatic purposes of its creator: to
express congratulations and wishes of Her Majesty to
the inhabitants of the UK and Commonwealth realm
on the occasion of Jesus Christ Birthday; to make
conclusions of 2020 year and to make up plans for
2021. Using the argumentative tactics, making analy-
sis of 2020 year as a challenging year of coronavirus
disease and of some cultural-religious problems, Her
Majesty tries to orient the inhabitants of UK and Com-
monwealth realm for Christian life in 2021, full
of love, hope and support to each other, full of respect
to people of different cultures, traditions and believes.
The ideas of the community being united, of the com-
munity tolerance and personal contribution, even
personal readiness for sacrificing, are the main ideas
of Her Majesty Christmas 2020 message.

It is perspective to pay attention to the stylistic
features of the given discourse, to the Queen Elisa-
beth II individual style of their usage.
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I'ymeniok H. I'. TIPATMATHYHHMM ACITEKT PI3JIBSTHOT'O 2020 IIOCJAHHS
KOPOJIEBU €JIM3ABETMH 11 (25.12.2020)

Cmammio npucesiueHo posensdy npasmamuynux ocoonusocmetl Pizoesnozo 2020 oucxypcy Koponesu
€nuzasemu I1. Pizoeanuii 2020 ouckypc Koponesu €nuzasemu susnaieno 8 pooomi sik 0exaiapamueHuii OUcKypc,
Memoro saKkoeo € npacHeHus Koponesu €nuzagemu Il sucnoeumu npugimanHsa ti NOOANCAHHA MEUKAHYAM
Cnonyuenoeo Koponiscmea ma kpain CnigopyxcHocmi 3 Ha2o0u Hapooxcenus Icyca Xpucma, a makoc Ak
apeymeHmusHuUll OUCKYPC 0J1 NPOBEOEHH s aHALi3y Ma hopMYI08AHHS BUCHOBKIB 3a PIK, W0 MUHYS, CKIAOAHHS
niauie ma opienmupie Ha MauOYmuiti pix i NepexOHAHHs. CNiBPO3MOBHUKIG (dcumenie Benuxoopumarnii
ma kpain CnigopysicHocmi) y NpasuibHOCMI YUux GUCHOBKIE I NlaHie Oiamu y cnocib, 3anponoHo8aHull
koponegoro Enuzasemorio 11. Iliokpecatoemuvcs, uo nooanuti Ouckypc opearizosarno Koponesoro €nuzasemoio 11
3 Memoio 30picHmysamu mewkanyie Benukoopumanii ma kpain Cnigopys#cHoOCmi HA XPUCMUAHCLKE JHCUNINAL
y 2021 poyi, cnosnene 1106061, Hadii, NIOMPUMKU OOUH 00HO20, NOBA2U 00 NPEOCMABHUKIB THWUX KYIbMYp,
mpaouyiii i nepekonans. Bapmo sasnauumu, wo €OHiCMb ma MOAEPAHMHICMb ) CYCRIIbCMEI, 8A20MICHb
NEePCOHAILHO20 BHECKY, HABIMb 20MOBHICIb 00 CAMONOdCEpmeU € OCHOGHUMU idesmu Pizosanozo 2020
nocnamna Ii Benuunocmi. 3asnavaemvcs, wo cumyayiiine ogopmienns, sioeo- ma omomamepiani,
BUKOPUCIMAHHA MY3UKU [ NIAHI8 300pAdCEHHA CHPUAIOMb OO0CASHEHHIO npazmamuyHux Hamipie Koponesu
Enuzasemu 11 6 duckypci Pizoeanozo 2020 nocranns Ii Benuunocmi 3a paxynok cmeopenns nanisoiyitinoi
ma npueammoi, Nionecenoi i CNOKIUHOL, Ma2iuHoi ma cumeoniuHoi ammocgepu nooaro2o ouckypcy. 3aysasicero,
wo 6 Pizosanomy 2020 ouckypci Koponesu €nuzasemu Il 6ukopucmogyiomscs apeymeHmamueHa makmuxa
ma makmuxa 3aKauky 0o Oitl. Brxazano na me, wo opienmayia na sicumms Icyca Xpucma, na nayionanvhi
nepconanii, na comosuicmo Ii Benuunocmi cayscumu cninoromi, na euenns Icyca Xpucma y gopmi npumu
cnpusie 00cseHenHio npazmamudnux Hamipie Koponesu €nuzasemu 11 ¢ Pizossnomy 2020 ouckypci.

Knirouoegi cnosa: Pizosanuii 2020 ouckypc Koponesu €nuzasemu Il, apeymenmamusna maxkmuka, makmuxa
3aKAUKY 00 Oill, eKCMPANIHSBICMUYHI DaKMOpPU, NOCIAHHSL.
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